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The c i ty of  Camagüey in Cuba is known as the maze. I t  was designed 
t o  de l i b e r a t e l y  c on f u se  i n vad i ng  p i r a t e s  i n  t h e  s i x t e en t h  cen t u r y . 
We arr ived in the ra in. 
When the ra in stopped we went out to explore the c i ty . 
By chance we got ta lk ing to a man in the st reet .  I t  turned out that we had al l 
a t tended the same school in England two decades before. 
He to ld us that he was in ex i le .  He said he had to f lee af ter drug dealers took h is 
f r iend to an industr ia l  estate on the outsk i r ts of  our home town, made him dr ink 
petro l  and set f i re to h im. 
The next day he took us to the park to show us a crocodi le.  Then he inv i ted us to 
h is house to see his crocodi le.
As we arr ived at h is house the ra in began again. 

When the ra in stopped he took us for a walk around his neighbourhood.
By chance we met h is f r iend in the st reet .  He to ld us that he was a member of  a 
secret  society and inv i ted us to a ceremony that n ight . 
My fr iend refused to come back me wi th me. He said he thought the 
man f rom England was par t  of  a group of o lder boys who had bul l ied 
h im at school and he didn ’ t  t rust  h im. He said he had a bad feel ing.
So that n ight I  went back a lone through the st reets to the edge of the c i ty .
He led me to a hut .  There was a st range l ight and f igures ins ide and a st rong 
smel l  o f  death. I  thought about my f r iend ’s bad feel ing.
About ten people were crowded ins ide. The smel l  was coming f rom a k ind of a l tar 
covered wi th st icks and rot t ing th ings. 
But everyone was f r iendly,  passing rum and c igars.  I t  s tar ted to seem l ike a weird 
c lub house. 
They cast d isks to ask the spi r i ts whether I  could take photographs.


As the spi r i t  possessed him a man began to cal l  out prophecies. 
I  th ink he to ld me that everyth ing would be a l r ight . 
As we lef t  the c i ty the next morning the ra in began again.
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